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The activities of the C.I.A. no longer surprise 
us. . . . Further examples of C.I.A. activity... 
in Africa could be given. They would provide 
material for a book of their own. 


Kwame NKRUMAH, 
Dark Days in Ghana (1968) 
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Africa in January 1958, when most territories were occupied by a European colonial 


power or were under white supremacist rule. 
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Africa in September 1960, when sixteen newly independent African states were 
admitted to the United Nations. The map shows the rapid pace of decolonisation 
since 1958. 
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The Congo at independence from Belgium, 30 June 1960. 





The birth of Ghana 
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NKRUMAH'S MIDNIGHT MESSAGE 

6 HANA was born ot midnight. The Union Jock wos low- Ghanaians to a stond in the Old Polo Ground. And there = 
ered at the Natinol Assembly building In Acero ond the he started to highlife to music from the Police Band. Then 

red, p» ond green flag of Ghana fluttered into the night tha vost audience wos hushed. And Dr. Nkrumah made his = 

air. Cold Coest was no more. Prime Minister Kwame dramatic midnight message announcing freedom. He soid : = 

Nkrumoh wos carried shoulder high out of the Assembly “At long lest the bottle hos ended „Ánd thus Ghono, our = 

and pasted through the tsas of thousonds of cheering | beloved country is free for ever.” = 
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‘The front page of Ghana’s Daily Graphic on the day of Ghana’s independence 
from Britain, 6 March 1957. Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah, with his arm 
raised, proclaims the midnight transfer of power. cREDIT: Daily Graphic, front 
page, 6 March 1957 
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The Gold Coast cabinet at the time of the election on 17 July 1956, which led 
to the independence of Ghana the following year. Nkrumah is seated centre, 
with K A Gbedemah to his left and Kojo Botsio to his right. Nathaniel 
Welbeck is standing 2nd from left. cREDIT: Moorland-Spingarn Research 
Center, Howard University, Manuscript Division, Dabu Gizenga Collection on 
Kwame Nkrumah, Series F, Box 128-26, Folder 606 





Ghana's Finance Minister Komla A Gbedemah (far R), 
US Vice President Richard M Nixon and Pat Nixon (sec- 
ond and third from R) at Ghana’s independence celebra- 
tions, March 1957. Later that year, Gbedemah was refused a 
seat in a US restaurant because he was Black. By way of 
apology, President Eisenhower invited him to breakfast at 
the White House with himself and Nixon. CREDIT: 
National Archives, photo no. 3506- RN'T-12-16 
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President Eisenhower and Prime Minister Nkrumah meet in Washing- 
ton, July 1958. Subsequently, Eisenhower became exasperated with Nkru- 
mah, accusing him of being pro-Soviet. Eisenhower authorised the CIA 
to assassinate Lumumba. CREDIT: Everett Collection Historical / Alamy 
Stock Photo 


William A M Burden, the 
outgoing President of the 
Museum of Modern Art 
(MoMA) in New York in 
1959, with Mrs John D 
Rockefeller 3rd, incoming 
President. Burden left 
MoMA temporarily when 
he was appointed US 
Ambassador to Belgium. 
MoMA received funds 
from the CIA, with which 
Burden was closely associ- 
ated. CREDIT: APo2. Digital 
image © 2021. The Museum 
of Modern Art, New York/ 


Scala, Florence 








Atomium, the centrepiece of Expo 58 in Brussels. Belgium’s nuclear 
prestige was rooted in the exploitation of the Shinkolobwe mine in 
the Belgian Congo. Shinkolobwe supplied the uranium used to build 
the atomic bombs dropped on Japan in 1945. CREDIT: © Dolf Kruger / 
Nederlands Fotomuseum 
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The Triga atomic reactor in the TRICO Centre at Lovanium Uni- 
versity in Leopoldville, June 1959. In August 1960, CIA Chief of Sta- 
tion Larry Devlin was instructed by the CIA to remove the rods 
from the reactor, but judged the order too dangerous to follow. 
CREDIT: Photo by R. Minnaert from Luc Gillon, Servir: en Actes et en 
Vérité (Paris-Gembloux: Duculot, 1988) 


‘Hands Off Africa! Africa 
— Must Be Free!’ Kwame 
HANDS OFF Nkrumah opens the All 

African People's Confer- 
ence in Accra on 8 
December 1958, attended 
by delegates from all over 
the continent and 
observers from the US 
and elsewhere. CREDIT: 
African Activist Archive 
Project, African Studies 
Center, Michigan State 
University 





Frantz Fanon addressing 
the All African People’s 
Conference in Accra. 
Describing atrocities by 
the French colonial : COLONIALIS? 
authorities in Algeria, he UL. 3 5 AND 
argued that violence is J " 

necessary sometimes to 
obtain freedom. Fanon 
took the conference by 
storm. CREDIT: Archives 
Frantz Fanon / IMEC 
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; The cover of the ‘All African 
AE SUENAN EE EGES People’s Conference’ leaflet, 1958, 


showing the nations of Africa that 
were free from colonialism. The 
leaflet begins: ‘Attention, all 
Africans! Have you heard the 
clarion call to action?— HANDS 
OFF AFRICA? crepit: WEB 
Du Bois Papers (MS 312), Depart- 
ment of Special Collections and 
University Archives, W E B Du Bois 
Library, University of. Massachusetts 
Amberst 





FORWARD TO INDEPENDENCE NOW! 





The five founders of the Non-Aligned 
Movement on 29 September 1960 in 
New York, where they are attending 
the UN General Assembly. In the 
forefront, L-R: India’s Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru; Nkrumah; Egypt’s 
President Gamal Abdel Nasser; 
Indonesia’s President Sukarno; and 
Yugoslavia’s President Josip Broz Tito. 
CREDIT: Harvey Lippman / AP / 
Shutterstock 





The Pan Africanist George 
Padmore (L) from Trinidad, 
who moved to Ghana after 
independence as Nkrumah’s 
Advisor on African Affairs, to 
support liberation movements 
across Africa. He is in his 
garden in Accra with his wife 
Dorothy Pizer, not long before 
his death in September 1959, 
aged 56. CREDIT: Courtesy of 
Beatrice Anne Pizer 





‘The cover of the Pan-African 
magazine Voice of Africa, February TL | 
1961, which was distributed across Z 


Africa by Ghana’s Bureau of African t ^ Voice of = 
Affairs. The magazine urged: Vp. 

“Towards African Independence and [RFR A F R I C & 
Unity: Tomorrow the United States 


of Africa! cREDIT: Cover of Voice of 
Africa, Vol. r, no. 2, February 1961 





—KWAME AKROMAM 





Patrice Lumumba in Brussels for the 
Round Table, organised by Belgium 
in 1960 to discuss the future of the 
Congo. Recently released from prison, 
where he was brutally treated, 
Lumumba' wrists are bandaged. He 
is in front of a banner bearing words 
painted by Joseph-Désiré Mobutu: 
‘Vive Lumumba! Vive le MNC! Vive le 
Congo Uni! CREDIT: The photograph 
was taken on 26 January 1960 by Harry 
Pot. Fotocollectie ANeFo, The National 
Archives of The Netherlands, Bestand- 
deelnummer: 910-9733 





The famous Congolese 
musician Le Grand Kallé— 
Joseph Kabasele Tshamala— 
and his band African Jazz, 
playing at the Plaza Hotel in 
Brussels during the Round 
Table. While in Brussels, 
Kabasele (facing the 
microphone) wrote ‘Table 
Ronde and ‘Indépendance 
Cha Cha’, the song which 
became an anthem of 
freedom across Africa. 
CREDIT: HP2005.60.7, 
collection RMCA Tervuren; 
photo R. Stalin (Inforcongo), 
1960, RMCA Tervuren © 





Andrée Blouin, a political 
activist from Congo Brazza- 
ville, campaigning in the 
Belgian Congo in the months 
leading up to independence. 
She joined Lumumbza’s inner 
circle and some of the press 
dubbed them ‘team Lumum- 
Blouin’. cREDIT: Herbert F 
Weiss Collection, EEPA 
2020-005, Eliot Elisofon 
Photographic Archives, National 
Museum of African Art, 


Smithsonian Institution 





A woman in Leopoldville in June 
1960 looks forward to the day of 
freedom from Belgium at the end 
of the month. Her dress bears the 
words CONGO INDEPEN- 
DANCE 1960 and images of 
children facing a sun-filled 
horizon of freedom. CREDIT: Belga 
Photo Archives / PA Images 





High emotion and hope at the 
Congo’s independence 
celebrations in the King 
Baudouin Stadium in Leopold- 
ville, 1 July 1960. CREDIT: Belga 
Photo Archives / PA Images 





‘The first Congolese govern- 
ment was approved by 
Parliament on the night of 
23-24 June 1960. After the 
vote, Ministers Anicet 
Kashamura (L) and Tamusu 
Fumu (R) reached for the 
beard of Prime Minister 
Lumumba (centre) in a 
gesture of enthusiasm. 
Members of several parties 
had decided to grow a beard 
until Congo’s independence. 
CREDIT: R Stalin / Congo- 
presse (Liberas Ghent, 
Archives of Henri and Hélene 
Guillaume) 





Young women celebrate their 
freedom from colonial rule in 
Leopoldville on 1 July 1960. Ten 
weeks later, Mobutu—with the 
backing of the CIA— 
announced that the army had 
seized power. CREDIT: Belga 
Photo Archives / PA Images 





Nkrumah welcomes Lumumba to 
Ghana on 8 August 1960. Ghana 
energetically supported the 
democratically elected govern- 
ment of the Congo. CREDIT: Rue 
des Archives, 3 bis, rue Pelleport, 
Paris / Granger Historical Picture 
Archive 





Larry Devlin, CIA Chief of Station 
in newly independent Congo, looks 
out at the Congo River from Leopol- 
dville Beach. Before his posting to 
the Congo in July 1960, he operated 
under official cover at the US 
Embassy in Brussels, working closely 
with Ambassador Burden. CREDIT: 
From Larry Devlin, Chief of Station, 
Congo: Fighting the Cold War in a 
Hot Zone (New York: PublicAffairs, 


2007) 





CE IGEONS toss. IMMEDIATE 
POT ERNEMENT FASCISTE 
LUMUMBA 


saan 


LUMI 





An anti-Lumumba demonstration outside the meeting of Independent 
African States in Leopoldville on 25 August 1960. The protest was orches- 
trated by the CIA to undermine Lumumba’ reputation. This is a still 
from the newsreel ‘Congo: Anti Lumumba Protest at Pan-African Con- 
ference’. CREDIT: Reuters Historical Collection via British Pathé 





Rajeshwar Dayal (L) of India is briefed by UN Undersecretary Ralph 
Bunche at UN headquarters in New York on 2 September 1960, two days 
before Dayal’s departure for the Congo. Dayal succeeded Bunche as 
Hammarskjéld’s Personal Representative in the Congo and did every- 
thing in his power to support Lumumba. caEDrT: UN Photo / Teddy Chen 


Major General Henry T Alexander, 
British Chief of Defence Staff of the 
Ghana Armed Forces, who led Ghana’s 
UN troops in the Congo. Alexander 
betrayed the trust of Nkrumah. CREDIT: 
© National Portrait Gallery, London 
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At a press conference in Leopold- 
ville on 20 July 1960, Lumumba 
(centre) calls for international 
support to throw Belgian troops out 
of the Congo. Mobutu, who stands 
at Lumumba’s left in an apparent 
show of support, is plotting with the 
CIA to remove him from power. 
CREDIT: Bettman / Getty Images 








UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld welcomes Nkrumah to the UN on 7 
March 1961. Nkrumah will shortly address the General Assembly, with a firm mes- 
sage: “The first task of the United Nations is to allow the Congolese people to be ruled 


by a government of their own choice.’ cREDIT: UN Photo / Yutaka Nagata 
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Nkrumah addresses the UN General Assembly on 23 September 1960. He 
called for a permanent seat for an African nation on the UN Security Coun- 
cil. CREDIT: UN Photo / Yutaka Nagata 








The Crypto AG CX-32 cipher 
machine used by UN Secretary 
General Hammarskjöld when he 
flew from the Congo to Ndola in 
British-ruled Northern Rhodesia 
(now Zambia), where his plane 
crashed in suspicious circum- 
stances in September 1961, killing 
him. A secret backdoor was built into the CX-52, so that 
every message could be read by the CIA and the National 
Security Agency. CREDIT: United Nations Archives, 
S-0727-0005-02 





Lumumba at Leopoldville airport on 2 December 1960, after his capture by 
Mobutu’ troops. He was murdered the following month, together with Joseph 
Okito, Senate Vice-President, and Maurice Mpolo, Minister of Youth and 
Sport. CREDIT: Horst Faas / AP / Shutterstock 
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In shock and anger at Lumumba’s killing, protesters march 
through London in February 1961. CREDIT: 10573830 Marx 
Memorial Library / Mary Evans 
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Outrage erupts in Cairo at Lumumba’s murder and a car is set ablaze outside the US 
Embassy on 15 February 1961. CREDIT: AP Photo / Shutterstock 
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Ghana’s Daily Graphic on 

14 February 1961, the day after 
the news of the killings of 
Lumumba, Mpolo and Okito. 
Nkrumah’s Egyptian wife, 
Fathia, kisses the cheek of 
Patrice Lumumba Jr in Cairo, 
where Lumumba had sent his 
eldest sons to safety. CREDIT: 
Daily Graphic, front page, 

14 February 1961 


Louis Armstrong in a Ghanaian newspaper 
advertisement for his forthcoming concerts in 
Accra in October 1960. Armstrong went on an 
eleven-week tour of Africa as a jazz ambassador 
for the US, organised in collaboration with Pepsi 
Cola. The tour also took Armstrong to the 
Congo. crepiT: Daily Graphic, 26 September 


1960, p. 4 

























Louis Armstrong (L), Lucille 
Wilson Armstrong and Nkrumah 
(R) in Accra in 1956. Armstrong saw 
a Ghanaian woman who resembled 
his mother and wrote to a friend: ‘I 
came from here, way back. At least 
my people did. Now I know this is 
my country too’. CREDIT: Louis 
Armstrong House Museum and 


Archives, New York 





Members of the US Embassy in Leopoldville at a concert by Louis Armstrong and 
the All Stars in Elisabethville in November 1960. Larry Devlin enthused about Arm- 
strong’s visit in his memoir. Armstrong’s concerts served as a Trojan Horse for US 
officials to visit Katanga, which had seceded from the Congo and was not officially 
recognised by the US or the UN. crepit: United Nations Archives, S-o805-0012-03 
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Businessman Maurice Tempelsman with his partner Jacqueline Ken- 
nedy Onassis at a gala in New York, 1986. Tempelsman employed CIA 
official George Wittman as his company's representative in the Congo 
in the early 1960s. Larry Devlin worked for Tempelsman as his repre- 
sentative in the Congo after he retired from the CIA in 1974. CREDIT: 
Photo by Sonia Moskowitz, Images Press / Getty Images 
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President John F Kennedy welcomes President Nkrumah to Wash- 
ington DC on 8 March 1961. The previous month, Nkrumah had pro- 
tested vigorously to Kennedy about the delivery by the CIA of Fouga 
fighter jets to Katanga, in violation of UN Security Council resolu- 
tions and US official policy. crepit: Robert Knudsen. White House 
Photographs. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston 





Kenyan trade unionist Tom Mboya 


in New York on 23 February 1962. He 


is wearing the ring noted by Ghana’s 
Daily Graphic in 1958: ‘On this ring 
the outline of Africa is carved in 
black and across the face is written 
the word "freedom". If you ask him 
about it he will say that it is his 
engagement ring and that he is 
engaged to politics. At this rate, it 
looks as though he will marry the 
girl.’ Mboya was in a close relation- 
ship with the CIA. CREDIT: Associ- 
ated Press / Shutterstock 





Holden Roberto (R), leader of the 
Angolan People's Union (UPA), 
interviewed on 29 June 1961 outside 
the movement's headquarters in 
Leopoldville. Roberto and his 
movement were bankrolled by the 
CIA and refused to join a united 
front with the MPLA, also 
fighting for the liberation of 
Angola from Portuguese rule. 
CREDIT: Horst Faas / AP/ 
Shutterstock 





UN Secretary General 
Hammarskjold (L) at a 
reception in Leopoldville 
on 15 September 1961, in 
conversation with Premier 
Cyrille Adoula (R) and 
Vice-Premier Antoine 
Gizenga (wearing glasses). 
A month earlier, Adoula 
had been inserted into 
power by the CIA. Two 
days after this reception, 
Hammarskjöld was killed in 
a plane crash in Northern 
Rhodesia, south of the 
Congolese border. cREDIT: 
UN Photo / BZ 


An invitation to a festival in 
Lagos in December 1961 of 
African American musi- 
cians. It was organised by 
the American Society of 
African Culture (AMSAC), 
a CIA front based in New 
York, which opened an 
office in Lagos during the 
festival. CREDIT: 
Moorland-Spingarn Research 
Center, Howard University, 
American Society of African 
Culture (AMSAC) Manu- 
script Collection, Box 41 
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American Society of African Culture 
request the pleasure of the company of 


The King George V Stadium, Lagos 
December 18th and 19th at 8.30 p. 


at 


the A. M. S. A. G. “Festival of Arts," 


GRATIS 








African American musical stars arrive in Lagos in December 1961 to perform in a 
festival organised by AMSAC. Dr Horace Mann Bond, standing at L, was a founder 
and the President of AMSAC. The stars—including Randy Weston (centre L) and 
Nina Simone (centre R)—were unaware that AMSAC was a CIA front. CREDIT: 
Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University, American Society of African 
Culture (AMSAC) Manuscript Collection, Box 41 





The Mbari Club in Ibadan, Nigeria, in 1961, one of various cultural cen- 
tres in Africa set up and funded by the Congress for Cultural Freedom, 
a CIA front. Wole Soyinka was outraged when he learned of the CIA’s 
secret patronage, denouncing it as ‘the Devil himself, romping in our 
post-colonial Garden of Eden and gorging on the fruits of the Tree of 
Knowledge! crepit: Harry Ransom Center, The University of Texas at 
Austin 


South African writer Es'kia 
(formerly Ezekiel) Mphahlele, the 
director from 1961 of the Africa 
Program of the Congress for 
Cultural Freedom. When the 
Congress was exposed as a CIA 
front, Mphahlele declared: ‘Yes, 
the CIA stinks....We were had’. 
CREDIT: © Baileys African 
History Archives, photograph by 
Drum photographer 








Leaders of the CIA-supported coup d'état in Ghana that overthrew the 
civilian government of Nkrumah on 24 February 1966, at a press confer- 
ence a week later, flanked by men with drawn rifles. Seated L to R: 
Emmanuel K Kotoka, Joseph A Ankrah, J W K Harlley and A K Deku. 
CREDIT: Photographer: Priya Ramrakba. The LIFE Picture Collection / 
Getty 








President Mobutu Sese Seko (second from L) in a meeting with President Nixon 
(second from R) in the Oval Office on 10 October 1973. Backed by the US, Mobutu 
ruled the Congo (which he renamed Zaire in 1971) until 1997. CREDIT: Photographer: 
Jack E. Kightlinger. National Archives Identifier: 194548; NLRN-WHPO-Eró609-ro. 


